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Fruit packer conquers Produce
Traceability Initiative challenge

Versatile label print/apply system tracks fresh produce and complies with PTI guidelines.

Sun Valley Packing Co., Reedley, CA, is a fruit grower and packer, operating more than 50 conveyor lin
funneling down to 10 case-packing lines. The lines handle nectarines, peaches, and plums that are channeled
to the 10 di erent case-packing and labeling/coding lines. The conveying equipment is engineered in-house.

Sun Valley conducts manual case packing of the delicate fruits. In addition, the packer also manually
applies traceability sticker labels on each individual piece of fruit. To identify case contents, the packer had
been ink jet-coding directly on its corrugated shipping cases.

New coding criteria

The produce industry has created an initiative to provide packers with a framework for achieving
distribution-wide, electronic product traceability. This Produce Traceability Initiative calls for GS1-128 bar
coding on each case of produce by the third quarter of 2010. Information required on the bar codes includes
product variety/description, lot number to identify the grower, harvest/pack date, and the grower’s unique
GTIN (Global Trace Item Number).

Sun Valley runs variable fruit cases. Boxes of peaches may be followed by boxes of plums, followed by
boxes of nectarines, etc. Each case must be accurately and rapidly labeled without line interruption and the
associated downtime. During the busy season, Sun Valley will label between 30,000 and 50,000 cases/day.

LABEL VERSATILITXided by an
automated vision mechanism to identify
case contents, the labeling system
accurately prints and applies 4 x 2-in labels
on each fruit case.




